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among the large landowners, who therefore continue to
perform as officers of the crown the same functions
they formerly exercised in their own right.1

The representative body of the Kreis is called the
Kreistag, and like most of the other organs The Kretai.
of local government it is elected for six iagp
years, one half of the members retiring every three
years. It has power to make rules for the adminis-
tration of local affairs, to create local offices, and to
establish charitable and other institutions for the bene-
fit of the Kreis; but its most important business is
raising a revenue, which it does by making additions
to the direct state tax. It will be remembered that
the expenses of the province, so far as they are not
defrayed by donations from the state treasury, are
assessed upon the Kreis, which thus votes the taxes
required, not only for its own, but also for the pro-
vincial administration. In order, therefore, to prevent
extravagance, it is provided by statute that the Kreistag
shall not, without the consent of the superior authori-
ties, make an addition of more than fifty per cent, to
the state tax, or contract any loans not specially au-
thorized.

The Kreistag is, however, a body of far greater
importance than this description of its functions would
indicate, for it chooses, directly or indirectly, all the
elective officers of the Kreis, the Regierungsbezirk,
and the province. It is thus the foundation on which
rest all the organs of local self-government, except the

1 C. ^ornhak, " The Local Government of Country Communities in
Prussia," Ann. Am. Acad* Pol Sci., Jan., 1893, p. 7.